
IN TIME OF NEED 

REFUGEES IN BEDFORDSHIRE 
 

 

 

Refugees from 

Hungary in1956  
 

In October 1956 an attempted revolution against the Soviet regime in 

Hungary led to an exodus of 200,000 refugees. These Hungarians were 

resettled across 37 countries with 11,000 coming to the United 

Kingdom. In December 1956 after 306 refugees arrived “without 

warning” at a private hostel in Leighton Buzzard the Lord Lieutenant of 

Bedfordshire was asked to set up a fund to raise money to provide them 

with necessities. The Mayor of Bedford had already set up an “Aid to 

Hungary” fund to which contributors included residents of old people’s 

homes and of the Council’s Home for the Blind at Pirton.  
 

 Africa   

 and Asia 
 

In the later twentieth century refugees arrived in Bedfordshire from 

further afield. In 1972 members of the Women’s Institutes from a 

number of Bedfordshire villages helped at the Reception Centre for 

Ugandan Asian refugees at Stansted Airport. The president of Renhold 

W.I. described it in the county newsletter as “an experience I shall never 

forget” and reported that what struck her most was the silence of the 

exhausted new arrivals.  

Later in the 1970s a number of Vietnamese “boat people” settled in 

Bedfordshire.  In 1980 Van Khanh Trinh, told his story in the magazine of 

the London Brick Company.  The previous May he, his wife and their four 

year old son had boarded a 22 metre boat carrying 450 refugees. They 

hoped to reach Malaysia or Thailand but to their relief were picked up by 

a British boat heading for Hong Kong.  The family joined relatives who 

had settled in Flitwick and with the help of the Ampthill Rotary Club Mr. 

Trinh found employment at the Ridgmont works of London Brick.  

 

Bedfordshire Archives 
Bedfordshire Archives and Records Service collects, preserves and 

provides access to archives dating from the 12th century to the present. 

Access to the archives is free to all, with expert staff on hand to provide 

advice. Our opening hours and contact details can be found on our 

website: www.bedford.gov.uk/archive. You can also find us on Facebook 

and Twitter.  
 

We are always interested in adding documents and 

photographs to our collections so that can we record 

your history for future generation.  

Bedfordshire Archives and Records Service 

Milton Ernest Hall and Henlow Grange were among a number 

of vacant premises suggested as suitable accommodation for 

Hungarian refugees in 1956   

Milton Ernest Hall 

[Z1306/82/6/2]  

Henlow Grange  

[Z50/58/4]  

From 1914 the Aliens Registration  Act required all immigrants to 

the UK to register with the local police.  This registration card for 

Vietnamese refugee Nguy Trinh shows that she was 80 years old 

when she arrived in England in 1979.  [Po/RAViet1] 

 

Correspondence in County Council files shows that by January 

1957 the language barrier was causing problems for Hungarian 

refugees. This letter suggested that fifty copies of “English 

Through Pictures” should be acquired urgently [CCV52] 

Bedfordshire Archives has been 

caring for the documentary history 

of Bedfordshire since 1913.   


