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THE UNSUNG RECORDS OF BEDFORD BOROUGH

The final lobby exhibition for 2016 marks the ‘8&hniversary o
Bedf ordds Royal Charter by show
and status. The exhibition is a rare opportunity to see one of the

documents held by the archives and the earliest surviving record of B
Borough; the Royal Charter of 1166 granted by Henry Il [ref: BorBA]
However, the exhibition also showcases the second oldest charter
collection, which was granted by Henry Ill to the burgesses of Be
(prominent townsmen and merchants) in 1227. This charter is replets
a beautiful Great Seal [right]. The second Borough charter is much
explicit than its earlier predecessor. The charter of 1166 makes kng
Henry 1186s | oyal S u b j certinueto enjoy ahe
customs and liberties to which they were accustomed under He
However, the document does not

and earlier charters do not survive. Instead, it points to the liberties e

by Oxford at the ti me, whi ch

pr

included the right to have a gild merchant, the rlght to have their owr
and freedom from trade ©o6toll sd)|

court
W . BorBALR2, Henry Ill sea} |

however, confirming the burgesseso
from trade tolls and customs, in line with the freedoms enjoyed by the citizens of Oxford and a no lorjger
charter issued by Richard I. The 1227 charter also confirms that Oxford was an important benchima

rioght to

hel

Bedf ordds governance. 't instructs the burgesge:

rights, and to accept Oxfordds judgement as fijne

1729[ref: BorBA1/24 & BorBA1/30]show that Oxford was indeed a point of reference for Bedford gn tt

appointment of town officials.

Anot her i mportant record i1 s wh )lqu

o f B e ddf: @orBBa/1 right, frontispie¢ewhich forms part of an

important collection of records documenting the proceeds of the Coy

Common Pleas. The Court of Common Pleas was heard beforg lﬂ[hf

Mayor and Baillifs of the town and dealt with cases of common %U f& Covwne of b\fo\ ~

spec ialisin g i n property and ( mm\ mthﬂrwmthoF)wmu[\ ki

November 1562, during the reign of Elizabeth | and contaidawgend | o Dt ml“mto qlumnt«ﬁmoﬁ\m

corporation oaths, fines taken by the Court of Pleas and copies of f'"*‘ {004 t Moo Yeqmne 2 [mluh

enrolled by the Borough. The three versions of theldwes listed in the| Ciditos

book, given an unrivalled insight into the early modern period, with )\

covering areas such as the ©6cl ' 2 ; Put

and the 6gooseditchd, the keep ~Quavdie Jawonee Waior S

in the council chamber.Byeaw no. 3 st ates: 0 i bal ne lamum n d

fellowes councell in general service concerninge the Kinge o Sml G qu,db“ ua .

Corporation or if same burgesse in anie aseemblie in the Col €\

chamber or common hall for the general service of corporation br| i M&%

the peace or offer to drawe anie weapon, to forfeit 21 shillings tf . : g

Chamber and to be committed to prison by the Maior for the tf =~ = = -’,ﬁ%x““m

bei nged. Hopefully todayds progeed+rHags—are—a—Hhpt

Dr Rachel Bates Ref: BorBB1/1, Black Book of Bedford

Archivist




250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE POET ROBERT BLOOMFIELD

Robert Bloomfield was born 250 years ago on 3rd December 1766 in Honington, Suffolk and rhoved

Shefford in 1812. On a house opposite what is hbe Brewery Tapn North Bridge Street, Shefford] a
modest plaque infforms the passey t hat ORobert Bl oomfield, the P
The poetds father was a village tailor, who [di e
and poor circumstances the family was literate. Robert had some access to books, while his mothey, Eliz
ran a village school. His formal education, however, ended when he was eleven. At this time he went to
on the farm of his uncle William Austin in Sapiston, a few miles from Honington. This experience\AIrovid
the material and emotional impetus for his most successful goéne, F a r meOn duse 28 @781 e
travelled to London to learn the trade of his brother George, a ladies shoemaker. Here he gained acce
newspapers, periodicals and books and listened to popular public speakers. His story from this timg is tt
the selaught poet.
He composed 7 4 e F ar mehe 6said, Whitey working at h
shoemaker &s bench, hol di ng th h ¢
arose to write them down, and was eventually able to publish the
through the patronage of the Honington radical campaigner Capel
The poem sold 26,000 copies in 3 years, a bestseller of the time.
poem in four parts following t dnd
the figure at itsentreis not Bloomfield himself. He is Giles, a rustic
with a pointedly rustic name fi
Nature was his bookd.
a7 s
Further volumes of poetry followeRural Tales, Ballads and Somgs| W Bitmene 62"'z,-
1802, Wild Flowersin 1806, andThe Banks of Wyén 1811.However, S~
he tired of London, writing tol——— oo van
and cannot find one to my || ikf On . - S
lunched in 1810 with Sir Charles Osborne at Chicksands Priory, nnglgf Brio: T hpé Fdlr me 6
1812 he was offered the house in Shefford. Unfortunately, he was never fully accepted in Shefford jand f
hard times.
His last years were afflicted with anxieties and ill health, despite the care of his devoted daughter Hanna
the town had no burial ground at that time, he was buried
gt Aed o5 2. 29 in the churchyard at Campton. His headstone can be seen
Ln. . alongside that of his Shefford friend and patron,| the
cl ockmaker and antiquarian
o SHE permit that | may |ie |/ I\/\/he
Z / wave,d Robert had writtejn.
- i ot i | The first Robert Bloomfield Society was formed in 1904 by
5 oD e a rector ds daughter fram
S e e Bp A 5D fo Constance Isherwood. She was responsible for the placing
e e of the plaque in that year on his house. Visitorg to
s g SR Campton may find a further commemorative plaque ifside
7 A o the church, on the sout W
e - - bring me nature, bring me sense, / And joy shall be}your
e ; recompense. 0 This was gre
e, ... ... | 2003, on the initiative of a renewed Robert Bloomfield
s e T e | Society, formed in 2000.
e R S e e
. ot o Bedfordshire Archives holds many interesting docurgents
B e b relating to Robert Bloomfield. Information about the
Society may be had from the websjte:
robertbloomfieldsocietv blogspot.co.uk
2338/ 15: Robert Bloomf|lieldds | ast 1823

Angela and Hugh UndethIRobert Bloomfleld Somely




WEAVING NARRATIVES: EXHIBITIONS AT BEDFORD AND LUTON

This time last year, in our Autumn 2015 newsletter, we announced that in 2016 we would be launching W
Narratives, a community arts project where participants would be given access to the archive cdllect
inspire them to produce work showcasing not only their talents but the holdings of BedfordshirejArc
Service. We had no idea what to expect, but the inspirational and overwhelming talent, ingenuity and bre:
imagination of our participants was beautifully showcased in two exhibitions, at Bedford and Luton, Whicl
place recently. The pictures below give you a taster of the works of art shown to over 250 peoplefacrt
weekends in September.

Left and Right:
Two Bridges and Two
Coats of Arms by Kathy
Johnstone

Above: Dondt Wab
by Jill Reynolds

jon b
bove: Goldington power Station Y
AR " Wendy Watmough

Left: The Floral Hall
by Deborah Colgrave

I
Above: Guilty: Crime & Punishmentin  anove: The Place Where | Above: Nursery Rhyme Tiles, Victoria Ward,
Victorian Bedford by Fran Wortley Live by Jenny Spouge Bedford Hospital by Anne Marie Stijelja

DONST FORGET! The next Weaving Narratives Hxh
October (3.3@®pm), Friday 14th October (9.30#&pm) and Saturday 15th October (9.36%m).




